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A Brief History of Amboy, Oswego County, New York 
 

When the Wassons first came to the United States, they settled in Amboy 

Township in eastern Oswego County, New York.  Amboy was and remains a mix 

of farms and forests located off the beaten path with little interesting history. 

 

John and Jane Lambie Wasson and their sons John and Hugh settled in Amboy Township, Oswego 

County, New York in the 1830s after emigrating from Scotland to the United States.  Although 

son John later returned to Scotland, he returned to Amboy in 1842 with his new wife Jemima and 

their son John.  Parents John and Jane and their son Hugh stayed in Amboy the rest of their lives.  

Son John, his wife Jemima and their children left Amboy for Iowa in 1854.  Daughter Janet, her 

husband David Black and most of their family emigrated from Scotland and settled in Amboy in 

1859.  We are direct descendants of John and Jane Wasson and John and Jemima Wasson. 

 

Amboy History 

Amboy is located in Oswego County, New York, which borders on southeastern Lake Ontario.  But 

Amboy is located far from the lake at the east end of the county, bordering on Oneida County.  

Its remote location led to slow settlement.  The first settler, Joseph Perkins, arrived in 1805, but 

the township wasn’t organized until 1830 when it was separated from Williamstown Township.  

It was one of the last townships in the county to be organized. 

 

The township has a few villages, Amboy Center, West Amboy and Carterville, primarily, but there 

isn’t much to any of these.  There were 699 people living in the township in 1830.  The population 

peaked at 1,431 in 1870. 

 

In the 1800s, Amboy Center had a couple stores, a hotel, a cheese factory, a post office and a pair 

of churches.  The Free Will Baptist Church was organized in 1824, but after the congregation 

ceased to exist, the building was converted to the town hall in 1892.  The Amboy Center 

Methodist Church was probably organized in 1830, and continues to serve the community.  Its 

current building was likely constructed before 1850. 
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The original Free Will Baptist Church building now serves as Amboy Town Hall. 

 

 
The Amboy Center Methodist Church 

 

Amboy generally was and remains a farming community, although some former farmland has 

reforested over the decades. 
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Amboy Center, Carterville and Amboy Township in 1867 

 

 
Map of Amboy Township, Oswego County, New York in 1867.  Arrows mark the location of the 

original John and Jane Wasson farm that was later owned by son Hugh Wasson (red), the 

former location of the farm of son John Wasson and his wife Jemima (green), the location of the 

farm of daughter Janet Black and her husband David (blue), and the location of the Amboy 

Center Cemetery where John and Jane Wasson were likely buried (orange). 
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Photos of Amboy Township 

 

 
Looking east from the Amboy Center crossroads 

 

 
Amboy Center Cemetery, where John and Jane Lambie Wasson were likely buried 
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The old hotel in West Amboy 
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